UK Patent Application „ 9) GB ,,,,2 313 303 „3,A 



(43) Date of A Publication 26.11.1997 



(21) 


Application No 9610608.5 


(51) 


INT CL 6 








A47C 19/04 // A47D 7/01 


(22) 


Date of Filing 20.06.1996 










(52) 


UK CL (Edition O ) 








AppHcant(s) 




A4L LB MA 


(71) 








Egerton Hospital Equipment Limited 


(56) 


Documents Cited 




(Incorporated In the United Kingdom) 




GB 1436548 A DE 004338834 A US 4679261 A 








Murray Road, ORPINGTON, Kent BR5 3 OR, 


(58) 


Field of Search 




UK CL (Edition O ) A4L LBMA 




United Kingdom 




INT CL 6 A47C 19/04 , A47D 7/01 


(72) 


Inventor(s) 




Online, WPI 






Martin Stuart Thompson 






(74) 


Agent and/or Address for Service 








Fry Heath & Spence 








The Old College. 53 High Street HORLEY, Surrey, 








RH6 7BN, United Kingdom 







(54) Bed frame with expandable end section to increase length 



(57) A bed frame 1 having an expandable end section 6 attached to the frame but moveable relative thereto 
to vary the effective length of the bed, said end section being supported on extending rails 7 which reside in 
complementary bores formed in one end of the frame and/or the opposed end of the frame-end section, and 
threaded screws 9 or lugs are provided to secure the extendable end section to the main frame in one of a 
plurality of selected positions. 
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The claims were filed later than the filing date within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1) of the Patents Rules 1995 
This print takes account of replacement documents submitted after the date of filing to enable the application to complv 
with the formal requirements of the Patents Rules 1995 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN AND RELATING TO BEDS 



This invention relates to beds, especially beds for use in hospitals, 
hotels and other establishments in which beds are used sequentially by 
different members of the public. 

It is sometimes the case that a standard bed has insufficient length 
to accommodate in comfort persons of above average height. This invention 
sets out to provide a bed whose length can readily be adjusted to suit the 
height requirements of a greater proportion of the general public. 

According to the present invention there is provided a bed having 
a frame which includes an end section which is attached to the frame but is 
moveable relative thereto to vary the effective length of the bed, the end 
section being supported on rails which are secured to or reside in 
complementary bores formed in one end of the frame and/or the opposed 
end of the frame end-section, and means operable to secure the extendable 
end section to the main frame in one of a plurality of selected positions. 

Two rails may extend rearwardly from each side member of the 
frame, one above the other, the extendable end section including suitably 
shaped bores for receiving greater or lesser lengths of rails. 
Alternatively, the rails may extend forwardly from the extendabl nd- 
section, the frame including suitably shaped bores for receiving greater 
or lesser lengths of rails. In a still further arrangement, th rails are 
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selectiv ly insertabl or removable from complementary bores formed on 
both the frame and the extendable end-section. 

The bed frame may be supported on a wheel mounted chassis such 
that no part of the extendable end section makes contact with the floor on 
which the bed is positioned. 

Thesecurement means may comprise threaded screws or lugs movable 
into contact with one or more of the rails. The rails may have a series of 
apertures extending along their lengths into which the or each securement 
device may protrude. 

The extendable end-section may include one or more rods, bars or 
the like extending towards the opposed end surface of the frame and 
passing through bores formed in a cross-piece of the frame, these rods, 
bars or the like providing support for a mattress positioned on the frame 
in any space between the frame and the extendable end piece in the 
extended position of the bed. 

One or more mattress pieces may be provided to fill any space in the 
bed mattress when the bed is in its extended position. 

The invention will now be described by way of example only with 
reference to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bed in accordance with the 
invention in its extended position; and 

Figure 2 is a detail of the bed shown in Figure 1 with the extendable 
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The bed illustrated in the drawings is a conventional hospital bed 



and comprises a frame 1 supported by upstanding legs 2 on a wheel 
mounted chassis 3. The main frame has a head rest 4 and a pivotal pillow 
support 5 movable between positions in which it lies flat within the frame 
and the raised position shown in Figure 1. 



Extending rearwardly from the frame 1 is an extendable frame section 
6. This frame section has forwardly extending rails 7 which pass into 
bores formed in the side members 8 of the main frame. These rails and 
bores enable the extendable frame section 6 to move over the rails towards 
and away from the frame 1 . The extendable frame section 6 is shown in its 
extended position in Figure 1 and in its unextended position in Figure 2. 

The extendable frame section is secured in place by fixing lugs or screws 
9 which either make contact with the lower rails or extend into apertures 
formed in these lower rails. 



The extendable frame section 6 may have secured to its end surface 
closest to the frame 1 and between the rails 7 one or more forwardly 
extending rods, bars or slats which pass through and are supported by a 
cross-piece 11 of the frame 1 . These rods, bars or slats provide support 
in the space left between the frame 1 and the frame section 6 when the bed 
is in its extended position. 



In an alternative illustrated embodiment, the rails 7 are earned by 
the end-section 6, the frame 1 being formed with complementary bores to 
receive the rails. In a further unillustrated embodiment, the rails 7 are 
selectively insertable or removable from complementary bores formed in 
both the frame 1 and the extendable end-section 6. 

Mattress pieces may be provided to fill any space in the bed mattress 
when the bed is in its extended position. 



ill be appreciated that the overall length of beds in accordanc 



with this invention can be varied to suit the height of a person about to use 
the bed simply by moving the extendable section 6 towards or away from 
the main section 1 on the rails. 

It will be appreciated that the foregoing is merely exemplary of beds 
in accordance with the invention and that modifications can readily be made 
thereto without departing from the true scope of the invention. 



